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Boston can lead the nation in saving high-risk youths

EUGENE F. RIVERS Il

vaton has mch of which to be proud as we peview

recent history. Woewhere ia this more dramatically

iflusteated than in violenee preventbon and publie

snfety. The hagic elements of the “Boslon Mir-
scle” provide s valushle perspective,

The drop in homicide rates among major US eitiee haz
besnt steepest in Boston. Ohur eates have dropped 612
pereent, fran 152 hoemdeldes o 1990 to 59 1996, By 1548,
# omurders ook place, For & 28month peried ending in
danmaary 1298, Hoston had no tesnage homicides, Sinee
then there have been 17,

Much of thiz suceess can be attribuwted to the racdal ¢fi-
tate veeated by Mavor Thomas M. Menins and Police
Commizzipner Paul F, Evars When contrasted with the
ruczal elimale of the busing crisis of the mid-1970s, 1 s
indeasd 5 miracie

In the black community during the 1280, & number of
anticrime initiatives were led by figures such as the Kev,
Bruce H. Wall. then of the Twelfth Baptiet Chareh, and
Dian Mukhammed of the Nation of lslam. Their contriba-
thars fertilized the soil for what was o emerge. Ten years
later. black churches began to mobdlize o the altermath of
i atibbong csbenl st Morming Star Baptist Church in the
spring af THEL So whal is the next r'|'|||.||rr_:r'.'

Mostom haz an opporfunity 4o build en reeent suceesses
and ‘end thehation in saving a generatich of black and

broam children who are now Between the ages of 8 and 14

Spving these children will require grest imagination
gnd political creativity. According to an analysis of census
data by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention, there will be more than 13 million teenagers be-
taveen the agres of 15 and 17 by the year 200 = 0 81 pereent
nerease fram 190 For children between the ages of 10
and 14 there will be 4 21 percent Lcresse during the aamme
period. Moreeer, thers will be an 8 percent inerease in the
aumber of white juveniles and 2 26 percent ineresze in the
number of black juveniles. We have a significant challenpe
before us.

Boston has & unique opportunity to promote s model
thet intercepts these much younger high-rigk children,
Simee our local eontext reflects the national demagraphic
trends, progorams developed here cun serve as models for
the country, Good work has already begun, Anticipating =
sliterwicle inerewse In the adelescent population, Secretary
of Health wned Human Servicea William T O'Lésary in (heto-
ber 1908 allocated funding to zoppert & variety of after-
sehool programa to serve this high-risk popalation. Such
interventions are intended to prevant or &t least reduce an
expected T additional violent erimes and 1,00 more teen-
BEE pregnancies in the state between now and 2005,

[ Beston in 1966 there were 22918 teenngers belween
the smes 14 and 17, By the year S06 thene will bee 2604015
teenagars in this age range. In Janwary 1998 Mayor Men-
ine launched his Boaston 2-to-6 [nitiative to "offer quality,
affordahle after-school setivity in every neighborhcod.” In
the zame vein, the Eoston Coalition &= eosvenine briefing

segsions to educate the business community on this issue.

How are these wp-down strategies playing in the
"hood? Very unevenly, Tn fact, a dangerows trend is amerg-
ing that iz not fully captured by the statistics. In neglected
pockets of Howboy and Daechester, police and strest
warkers are encauntering a more Vielent group af younger
males coming up betwsen ages 8 and 13 in eertain olemen-
tary and middle sehools and police districts such as C-11.

What is to be done? Fieat, there moat be a recogritan
that no amaant of federal, state, or municipal good will can
serve as a substitute for effective parenting and |leadership
in the neighborhood. The black eommuonity in partieolas
miast eonfront wnd elabm the moral erisis that sverwhelms a
rising gemeration of very yoang children who are the prog-
ery of our weakest social classes. Black churches must pe-
dauble their oo

Forusing on high-risk childen between the ages of 3
and 4, people in the tuner city muest mindster, moniter, and
mentar these childiren in eollaboration with selosls, the
stute Depurtmant. of Youth Services, ard probation and law
enforcement agencies. Churches will need help from the
private sector. A= one youwrg man told us pecently as he
prreibed to an autematie hudgun kidden beoeath his able:
“I hpwe eome e you for kel Either yon will help me or
this will.”
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